
The Mara Musical & Athletic Association


General Meeting, February 18th, 2026 Draft Minutes


Present: Gord Minion, Judy Minion, Joy Stryck, Warren Welter, Glen Bourke, Dave Doolittle, 
Louise Bruns, Di MacDonald, Judy Parsons, Walter Wilk, Sandra Lindsay, Tyler Munkittrick, Ian 
Richardson, Peter Vandersar, Jeff Robinson, Sharon Trott, Louise Bourke, Todd Couch


1: Meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.                                                                                         
Meeting was chaired by Jeff Robinson


Motion to approve agenda: Joy Stryck 1st Dave Doolittle 2nd 


2: Adoption of past minutes: Minutes from the October 8th meeting were circulated.


Motion to adopt the October 8th, 2025 minutes: Dave Doolittle 1st, Joy Stryck 2nd


3: Reports:


A) Treasurer’s Report:                                                                                                            
Presented by: Louise Bourke


The financial reports from September 2025, October2025, November 2025, December 2025 and 
January 2026 were circulated.


Motion to adopt the September 2025 financial report: Tyler Munkittrick 1st, Joy Stryck 2nd.    
Motion to adopt the October 2025 financial report: Louise Bruns 1st, Joy Stryck 2nd.             
Motion to adopt the November 2025 financial report: Glen Bourke 1st, Warren Welter 2nd.      
Motion to adopt the December 2025 financial report: Joy Stryck 1st, Warren Welter 2nd.      
Motion to adopt the January 2026 financial report: Glen Bourke 1st, Tyler Munkittrick 2nd.


4: Old Business:


a) Chilli Potluck and Bingo Night:


The bingo for the evening was cancelled but the chilli potluck was well attended and raised 
$155.00 in donations. Bingo has raised $473.00 and will continue until June with the addition of 
a few rounds of crib. 


b) Halloween Craft and Snack:


Over ten kids and ten adults attended the event.




c) Christmas Market:


Thank you to Jazmyn and Anne and countless volunteers for making this one of the best 
Christmas markets yet! The Mara Community Bake Sale raised over $600.00 for the Christmas 
Blessings Project with an additional $966.20 being contributed from the market. A special thank 
you to Lynn Lutz who stepped in at the last minute and provided the tasty soups and to Jay Hehar 
from the Mara Foodliner for donating the buns.


d) Mara Community Cookbook: see new business


e) Mara Calendar:


Joy Stryck did as fantastic job at getting the calendars ready for the winter membership drive. 
Thank you to everyone who submitted photos to this wonderful community tradition.


f) Membership Drive: see new business


g) Putula Park winter maintenance:


Thank you Tyler Munkittrick for once again headed up the winterizing of Putula Park.


5: New Business:


A) Scholarship Fund:


Di Macdonald presented a reminder regarding how the Scholarship Committee operates and the 
requirements for those pursuing post secondary education.  At this time local schools and the 
homeschooling community receive notifications about the MMAA Scholarship. The student 
must reside in Mara and have parents/guardians who are members in “good standing” of the 
MM&AA (paid members for a minimum of six months). The scholarships are awarded based on 
the student’s academic standing, community volunteering and involvement (preferably in the 
Mara community, and an essay composition. Proof of registration at an acceptable institute of 
learning must be provided within 18 months of graduation in order to claim the scholarship. At 
this time two scholarships of $1000.00 each will be awarded each year.


B) Upcoming events at the Hall:


2025 was a great year filled with new ideas and initiatives and that looks to continue into 2026. 
Rebecca McNeill from Windrose Studios is hosting multiple exercise, dance music and 
stretching/core strengthening classes during the week. Bingo continues to be a great success and 
enjoyed by those able to make it out on the first Wednesdays of the month. A “Neighbour Day” is 
scheduled for Saturday May 2nd from 10:00-2:00. It is an open house event at the Mara Hall 
featuring community resources combined with a social opportunity to meet your neighbour. 
There will be planned kids activities, a BBQ (by donation), dessert potluck and the kickoff to the 



Farmers Market Stand which will be moving from Fridays to Mondays for the 2026 season. If 
you would like to be involved pease contact Kim at marahallinfo@gmail.com


C) Putula Park:


After the accident that involved a sleeping motorist once the weather warms up minor fixes will 
be needed at Putula Park. Tyler feels that it will be a simple fix. Due to the mild winter the 
skating season at Putula Park is wrapping up after a total of about two weeks of skating. going 
forward Tyler and hopefully a few other volunteers will be tacking up some damaged trim and 
getting the park ready for spring. The water is planned to go back on in April. Tyler is also 
wondering about looking into fire smarting the gazebo and other buildings.


D) Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast:


This fantastic Mara tradition is once more looking for volunteers and donations. Judy Minion is 
the new liaison from the Mara Community Church and Warren Welter from the MM&AA they 
are still looking for one more person to spearhead this initiative. The first meeting is planned for 
the end of April/beginning of May with a followup meeting in early June. This event is a 
fantastic fundraiser for both the church and the MM&AA and a great opportunity for our grads to 
put in some volunteer time.


E) Mara Community Cookbook:


Thank you to Judy Minion, Judy Parsons, Di Macdonald and Sharon Trott for seeing this project 
across the finish line. Of the 200 cookbooks ordered only 40 remain. After expenses of $1,700.00 
an additional $1,700.00 has already been raised. If you have missed out on purchasing a 
cookbook talk to Sharon Trott. The price of a cookbook is $25.00.


F) Membership Drive:


The membership drive kicked off at the Christmas market and is in the process of concluding. 
Out of 98 members over 66 renewed on the day of the market. The Hall was open for one 
additional day with the last few renewals occurring after a quick drive around the community. So 
far $1,900.00 has been raised in the membership drive with the current cost of membership being 
$25.00. Thank you to Sharon Trott and Todd Couch  for heading up this task.


 G: Upcoming AGM:


The Annual General Meeting is set for Wednesday May 13th at 7:00.


6: Other Business:


A community plant swap and “trunk” sale is planned tentatively scheduled for April 25th. Rather 
than being a fundraiser this is a community building event. There will be no fees and minimal 
organization. Stay to sell swap your plants and sell some “gently” used items and enjoy a visit 

mailto:marahallinfo@gmail.com


over a cup of coffee or tea with your neighbour. The starting time is still to be announced. Feel 
free to reach out to Anne Richardson or Judy Parsons if you are looking for more details.


With all of the young families new to the community perhaps we can once more host a 
community Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday. A few volunteers (and coloured eggs) are required 
if we hope to see this former favourite return this spring.


Trees and shrubs are starting to encroach on the Hall! When the time comes to do a spring 
cleanup at the Hall perhaps that could include some work outside with chainsaws and pruning 
shears. A time of visiting over refreshments or a potluck would be a great wrap up a hard day’s 
work.


7: Meeting Adjourned: 7:58 p.m.



